Let’s Talk Catios!

TOP 10 BENEFITS OF A CATIO!
1. PROTECT YOUR CAT from vehicles,
diseases, or getting lost.
2. REDUCE VET BILLS from cat fights or
injuries.
3. PROTECT BIRDS AND WILDLIFE.
Billions of birds are killed by freeroaming cats each year.
4. HELP REDUCE THE FREE-ROAMING
CAT POPULATION in your community.
5. PROVIDE A HEALTHY, OUTDOOR
LIFESTYLE with fresh air, exercise,
bird watching, and sunbathing!
6. REDUCE INDOOR MULTI-CAT ISSUES
by adding more territory.
7. ENJOY FELINE AND HUMAN INTERACTION in an outdoor space—nature
and fresh air are good for humans
too!
8. HELP REDUCE INDOOR ODORS with
an additional outdoor litter box.
9. GOOD NEIGHBOR RELATIONS by
keeping your cat out of their garden
beds and yard.
10. PEACE OF MIND knowing your cat is
always in a safe and protected environment.

Orange County Animal Services
recommends keeping cats indoors.
Keeping cats indoors helps to protect them from
disease (Feline Leukemia, Feline Distemper, etc.).
Indoor cats are also much less likely to contract
parasites or infections like (ticks, fleas, ear mites,
intestinal worms, ringworm, etc.).
Outdoors, cats face many dangers. They not only
face the possibility of getting hit by cars or
ingesting poisons (pesticides and rodenticides),
but they can also be abused by cruel humans or
fall prey to stray dogs and coyotes.

Protect your cat and wildlife
by providing secure,
outdoor enrichment!

It’s also important to think about the impact an
outdoor cat will have on wildlife. Each year, outdoor cats kill billions of birds. Birds are especially
at risk around homes with feeders and bird baths.
The best way to reduce the number of outdoor
(free-roaming) cats is to spay and neuter!

Contact Orange County Animal Services about
Spay/Neuter Programs and many other services.

Orange County
Animal Services
1601 Eubanks Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
919-942-PETS (7387)
www.orangecountync.gov/animalservices
Thanks to www.CatioSpaces.com
for information and photos provided
in this brochure!

Safe, outdoor enclosures
for cats!

Life with a catio
is a happy life!

A catio (cat patio) is an exterior,
escape-proof enclosure for your cat.
Catios come in many different shapes and
sizes:
A simple window box or small walkway...

Other Ways To Keep Your
Indoor Cat Happy
Here are some great ways to ensure that your cat enjoys
a happy, healthy life inside your home:
A Companion for Your Cat
Many cats enjoy the company of other pets! Playing,
chasing, and mutual grooming and snuggling can fulfill
your indoor cat’s need for exercise, companionship, and
affection while you are away. Implement slow, planned
introductions to ensure that your pets stand the best
chance of becoming friends.
Interactive Toys

A larger, more intricate enclosure...

You can find pre-fab kits for stand-alone structures
or DIY designs online. You can customize your catio!

Provide your indoor cats with a variety of different interactive toys to keep them physically and mentally stimulated.

Creating a Kitty-Friendly Indoor Environment
Climbing places: Your house may already provide
climbing opportunities on furniture, shelves or cabinets, but you may also want to have climbing areas
specifically for your cat, such as a cat tree. You can buy
cat trees at most pet supply stores, or research online
how to make your own.
Cat perches: Cats love to bathe in sunbeams. Giving
your cat access to several windows will give her the
opportunity to both sunbathe and watch the world
from the safety of your home. If you have narrow
windowsills, consider installing a cat perch on several
windows so your kitty has a place to stretch out and
enjoy the view. Shelves made especially for this
purpose can be purchased at most pet supply stores,
or you can research online how to build your own.

While cats have individual preferences for favorite types
of toys, most enjoy the thrill of getting any new toy. However, just like children, they may get bored with it after a
few days. This does not mean you have to buy your cat
new toys constantly. Try putting some of the toys away
while you leave others out, and then rotate them every
few days to give your kitty the “new toy” excitement
without the expense.

“Cat TV”: Provide entertainment for your cat by placing
a bird feeder or birdbath within view of the windows.
Please keep the birds safe by keeping your cats inside
at all times. A screened-in porch can also be a safe,
enjoyable place for your cat to enjoy the sun and a
view of nature; just be sure that the screens are secure
to prevent escape.

Stimulate your cat’s hunting instinct by providing a preylike toy, such as a laser toy or kitty fishing pole. Enjoying
these types of toys with your cat is an ideal way to provide much-needed exercise and playtime, while allowing
an appropriate outlet for your cat’s natural prey drive.

Hiding places: Most cats love to hide, and providing
hiding places can be easy and inexpensive. Cardboard
boxes or paper grocery bags can serve as places for
your feline to hide and play. If you prefer, you can
purchase a kitty tent, condo or tunnel at a pet supply
store, or figure out how to make one at home.

Scratching Posts
Indoor cats should be provided with appropriate surfaces
on which to exercise their natural instinct to scratch. Cats
have individual preferences, and many prefer to have a
variety of scratching posts and surfaces, so be sure to
offer your cat several types in multiple locations around
your house.

